
My conviction led me to adhere to the sufficiency of the light within us, resting on truth for 
authority, not on authority for truth. —Lucretia Mott

Meeting for Worship and First-Day School

Media Meeting Providence Meeting Middletown Meeting

Sundays 9:30 a.m. singing*
Sundays 9:50 First-Day school 

for children and adults*
Sundays 11:00 meeting for worship

Sundays 11:00 a.m. meeting for worship
Sundays 11:20 First-Day school for children 

to age 12** (leave quietly from 
meeting for worship with teachers)

Sunday and Thursday 10:30 a.m. 
meeting for worhip

 * Except for April 1 and May 6, the first Sunday of the month when meeting for business is held. On those two dates at Media 
Meeting there will be no singing. First-Day school will begin at 11:00 A.M. and will be held during meeting for worship.

** Note: Young Friends (ages 13–19) from both Media and Providence Meetings have a joint meeting monthly, often on Saturday 
afternoons, to plan group activities.

 Friends are invited to join Media-Providence Friends School (MPFS) students at meeting for worship at 8:40 A.M. on Mondays.

Media & Providence Friends • Middletown Preparative 

MEETING NEWS
March 2007

Henry Marshall Passmore died January 22 in San Antonio, 
Texas at the age of 83. He moved to Texas several years ago to 
live with his daughter, Diane Pina. In 2005 he moved to the 
Morningside Manor when he needed more care. Henry was a 
graduate of George School and Oberlin College. He taught at 
the Oakwood School in Poughkeepsie, New York for several 
years before working for the United Fund in Massachusetts 
and Pennsylvania. He later joined the AFSC to direct their 
international programs. At Media Meeting he was active with 
the CASA Committee. He is survived by three children: 
Mary P. Karp of White Plains, New York, Diane P. Pina of 
San Antonio, Texas, and Samuel B. Passmore of Ann Arbor, 
Michigan. Henry also leaves five grandchildren, four step-
grandchildren and his former wife Barbara, who now resides in 
Seattle, Washington. A meditation was held in San Antonio. 
On May 5, 2007 a memorial service will be held at Kennett 
Meeting where other family members are buried. For more 
details please call Mary Karp at 914-428-6967.

Charles William Beehler died January 24. He was 78. 
Chuck grew up in Tobyanna, Pennsylvania, graduated 
from Penn State and received his graduate degrees from 
the University of Pennsylvania. He taught science in the 

Rose Tree Media (RTM) School District and was a science 
supervisor for 35 years. He also conducted science workshops 
for other school districts. After he retired from RTM, he joined 
Widener University where he helped create a science teaching 
center which is still active today. At Media Meeting he served 
as clerk and on the MPFS board, and taught First-Day school 
classes. Chuck enjoyed gardening, camping, bird watching 
and being with the family, especially his young granddaughter. 
He was a caring, thoughtful person, a great mentor to young 
people, and an educator for 4l years. He is survived by Eve, his 
wife of 48 years, his son, Carl Beehler of Media, a daughter, 
Diane Beehler-Ostapchenko of Wilmington, Delaware, a 
granddaughter, Anna Ostapchenko, a brother and two sisters. 
A memorial service was held February 10 at Media Meeting. 
Contributions in his memory may be made to Media Meeting, 
125 W. Third Street, Media, PA 19063, or to the Juvenile 
Diabetes Research Foundation, 225 City Line Avenue, Suite 
104, Bala Cynwyd, PA 19004.

Clifford Akeley Woodbury, Jr. died January 31 at nearly 
93 years of age. He was a graduate of Westtown School and 
attended Harvard University. He was first employed at Scott 
Paper, and then at the Provident Mutual Life Insurance 

We Remember Friends



Company as a supervisor. His lifelong interest in music began 
as a child when he sang duets with his mother and studied the 
violin. At Westtown he was a soloist in the school’s musical 
productions. At Harvard he sang with the Harvard Chapel 
Choir. Clifford also performed on the Major Bowes Hour 
and with the New York Singing Teachers Association. He 
was a bass soloist for several churches and gave concerts in 
this area. In 1949 he sang at Carnegie Hall. His hobby was 
maintaining and showing his collection of antique Cadillac 
cars, occasionally driving one of them in a parade. His wife 
of 67 years, Ethel Coppock Woodbury, died in 2006. Clifford 
is survived by three children: Judith W. Ashelman of China, 
Elissa W. Gifford of Maine, and Clifford A. Woodbury III 
of Media. He also has eight grandchildren and six great-
grandchildren. A memorial service was held March 10 at 
Media Meeting.

Notices
Gather with Friends at Philadelphia Yearly Meeting, March 
23-25, 2007, at the Fourth and Arch Street Meetinghouse in 
Philadelphia.

• Children’s sessions—What is God’s big idea for you?
• Middle School Friends program at Friends Neighborhood 

Guild
• Young Friends at Germantown Monthly Meeting
• Adult sessions—continuing to share our concerns of 

peace and searching for right ways to use our personal 
and community resources. Worship, share, discern and 
connect with Friends. Speakers: Mary Lord (AFSC) and 
Joe Volk (FCNL).

Please register as soon as possible to help PYM plan! 
Visit the PYM website www.pym.org/annualsessions for 
detailed information and registration forms. If internet 
access is unavailable or inconvenient for you, please call 
215.241.7238.

• April 15, 2007: Help us celebrate those Providence 
Meeting members aged 85 and older at the rise of meeting 
for worship. We’ll have a 
terrific birthday lunch and 
a cake with many candles. 
Members from Providence 
and Media Meetings are 
most welcome to attend. 
RSVP to Leslie Friedman by 
April 10: 610.565.4542 or 
leslie_a_friedman@yahoo.com 

• July 26-20, 2007: 
 Yearly Meeting Residential 

Sessions at Rowan University 
(Glassboro, NJ). Info: 
www.pym.org
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Media-Providence Friends School (MPFS)
It may look and feel like winter, but MPFS is already making 
plans for the World Explorers summer camp program under 
the direction of Teacher Earl Sissell. The program runs 
from June 25 through August 17 for children ages 3-9. The 
focus will be on the cultures of Asia and Latin America.

The 6th graders went to the Franklin Institute and were 
fascinated by the King Tut exhibit. Our 8th graders meet 
once a month with a fifth-grade class at Media Elementary 

School for a training program on conflict resolution.
The Middle School students are rehearsing scenes from 

Antigone and from some Shakespeare plays. They are 
planning presentations for April 26 and 27.

Did you graduate from MPFS between 1920 and 1998? 
The School is planning an alumni reception on May 11 
that will coincide with a student art show.

Grace Sullivan, above, and Zoe Gabel, right, at the Peace March in 
Washington D.C., January  27.
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Media Meeting January 2007
NOTE: The paragraph below, from Media Meeting’s January 
2007 minutes, was inadvertently omitted from last month’s 
newsletter. The editors are most apologetic and are taking the 
liberty of printing it below in its entirety.

Karen Reichardt reported on the joint Religious Education 
Committee meeting which reviewed ideas for improving 
attendance at First-Day school. One proposal was to hold 
classes at 11:00 a.m.; another was to have separate classes at 
each Meeting to avoid the commuting which some people 
find difficult. The Committee proposed that separate classes for 
children be held at each Meeting for a trial period of four months 
beginning in February after which time the trial will be evaluated. 
The adult class will decide at its next meeting what schedule it 
will follow. If children’s classes are held at 11:00 a.m. we will need 
more teachers as some teachers want to be able to attend meeting 
for worship. We will also need to decide when, or whether, the 
children will attend meeting for worship.

Media Meeting February 2007
The recording clerk reported  that in 2006 Media Meeting had 
a net increase of five members resulting from 10 applications 
for membership, three members’ deaths and two releases of 
associate members who reached the age of 21. The Meeting’s 
membership now totals 171 with 138 adults, 16 minors and 17 
associates.

At Quarterly Meeting, Swarthmore Meeting gave a 
presentation on community-supported agriculture and energy-
saving lighting. The treasurer, Lyle Jenks, reported that at the 
half-way point of the current fiscal year we are “where we want 
to be.” The Quarter approved a minute from Swarthmore 
Meeting reinforcing the Peace Tax Fund and sending the 
minute on to Yearly Meeting. Monthly meetings were urged to 
pass their own minutes, using this as an opportunity to contact 
members of Congress. A question was raised on whether our 
monthly meeting needs to re-approve a minute in support 
of the Religious Freedom Tax Bill. The Meeting approved 
sending this to the Peace and Social Justice Committee to 
review any changes in the legislation and bring it back to 
March’s business meeting. 

The Religious Education Committee had a very productive 
meeting on January 17 to discuss how Media would handle the 
four-month experiment requested by Providence that First-
Day school be held separately by each Meeting. Information 
was gathered from Meeting members and attenders who have 
children in order to understand the parents’ and children’s 
needs and desires for the First-Day school program. It was clear 
that the needs and interests are varied. It was reaffirmed that 

Business Meeting Highlights

many of our teachers wanted and needed to be in meeting for 
worship although there were some who volunteered to teach 
occasionally during that time. It was also affirmed that the 
childcare time during meeting for worship is a valuable and 
enjoyable time for our children. “It is a lesson in community.” 
It was decided that we will continue to have First-Day school 
before meeting for worship. The morning schedule, on non-
business meeting days will be as follows: 9:30–9:50 a.m.—
singing, optional; 9:50–10:45 a.m.—First-Day classes.

The biggest change is on First Days with business meeting. 
There will now be a lesson given during the childcare time. 
This will be optional for the children but will hopefully reach 
children who might not be attending First-Day school and 
perhaps encourage their interest in participating in the future. 
The committee looked at other calendar issues including special 
activities. Wax egg decorating will be held at Media on March 
18, 2007. Providence will be invited to join us. There will also 
be First-Day school at Media on Quarterly and Yearly Meeting 
First Days.

There will be a joint meeting of the Media and Providence 
Religious Education Committees on April 23 to evaluate the 
new arrangement. With the new arrangement there is an 
immediate need for storage space for the First-Day school 
curricula, supplies, books, equipment, etc. The Meeting 
approved having the Property Committee address this 
concern with MPFS for secured, adequate and accessible space 
for the needs of the Religious Education Committee. Adult 
education, which is under the care of Worship and Ministry, 
will continue with extracts on Quaker belief from Faith and 
Practice. The class will begin at 9:50 a.m. at Media Meeting 
with Providence Meeting members most welcome to join us.

The Property Committee provided detailed cost breakdowns 
for the capital improvements including energy efficient 
windows and roof replacement. The total cost is $213,000. This 
includes one-third of the total $70,000 for the roof work. The 
other two-thirds are to come from the Meeting’s reserves and 
from a $20,000 grant from PYM. The clerk asked the Meeting 
to approve a capital campaign total of $275,000. This would 
include the funds expected to come from the reserves and 
PYM. It also includes a 20% contingency allocation. It does 
not include the already approved amplification system that 
would cost about $10,000 although that cost could be factored 
in to the overall $275,000 amount. A concern was raised 
that these funds are to be raised over a 3-5 year time period 
and that during that time other expenses may be incurred 
by the Meeting for building improvements. It is understood 
that the funds approved are for items already approved and 
reviewed by the Meeting and the Property Committee. A 
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concern was also raised that the current budget includes 35% 
of the total allocated to our covenant with PYM and that we 
are now asking members to give to a capital campaign fund. 
The Finance Committee will look at this concern and other 
large budget items. The Meeting approved $275,000 for the 
amount of the capital campaign.

There was an extended discussion about the various needs 
for space by different groups for different purposes in light of 
MPFS’ recent request for support from the Meeting to proceed 
with a grant application for improvements to the social 
room. The clerk of the Property Committee was instructed 
to contact the clerks of each standing committee in order to 
determine their space needs more fully. This information is to 
be brought back to a future business meeting. The Meeting 
can then pass this information, and any decisions made, to 
the ad hoc Meeting/School Relations Committee to take to 
the school. The Meeting APPROVED having the clerk of 
the Property Committee address the immediate needs of the 
Religious Education Committee for adequate, accessible and 
secure storage space for First-Day school materials with the 
school. The Meeting APPROVED the formation of an ad hoc 
Meeting/School Relations Committee. The convener will be 
Marc Harrison. Members are Althea Whyte, Bob Williamson, 
George Forsythe, Janet Nicholson, Marcelle Banks-Blair, 
Susan Garrison and Karen Reichardt with Will Scull serving 
as an advisor.

A report on Interim Meeting noted that Arthur Larrabee is 
the new General Secretary of PYM. All three final candidates 
were very strong and all would have done an excellent job. 
It was determined that Arthur was the best fit for PYM’s 
needs at this time. PYM costs more than it is bringing in and 
must continue to look at how to handle this budget shortfall. 
PYM continues to need the support of the General Fund as 
half of its $52 million in assets are restricted and not readily 
available. Changing this would require an expensive legal 
process involving the courts. There will be a March session of 
the Financial Organization Group to look at the consolidation 
of PYM’s grant-making process. A Meeting member wondered 
why there is a necessity to make Arch Street profitable. It 
is an important part of our Yearly Meeting outreach and an 
important gathering place. “How do you put a price on the 
experience of this building?”

The PYM Peace and Social Concerns Committee 
supports Endow-A-Home, an organization that works to end 
homelessness one house at a time. Its focus is on women with 
children and it aids in training these women to be able to live 
productive and fulfilling lives in the Philadelphia community. 
Donations of money or household items are welcome.

Reports from Althea Whyte on CASA, Candace Davis 
on Deepening and Strengthening, and Garrett Forsythe on 
Treasury were postponed until the next business meeting.

Providence Meeting February 2007
The clerk shared membership statistics as of December 31, 
2006. There were 190 total members—155 adults, 28 minors, 
and 7 associates. The addition of three new members balanced 
out a similar number of losses, one due to death and two to 
transfers out.

The treasurer noted that we have received about 55% of the 
contributions we need to balance the budget; we are at 52% of 
our expenditures for the fiscal year. We have completed 58% 
of the fiscal year.

The proposed Religious Education schedule was reported 
as follows: 11:00 a.m.— Children and adults begin meeting 
for worship together; 11:20 a.m–12:15 p.m.— Children and 
teachers attend class. Children will then be escorted by 
their teachers to meet their parents/guardians. If meeting is 
completed prior to 12:15 p.m., parents should plan to pick 
up their children at that time. Childcare will be in place for 
children up to 5 years of age starting at 11:00 a.m. Children 
aged 13 and up are invited to participate in Young Friends 
off-campus activities held at various times during the month. 
Young Friends are welcome to attend meeting for worship. 
Adult classes open to both Providence and Media Meetings 
will be conducted at Media and we will post the topics of these 
as soon as possible. Providence Meeting will occasionally 
conduct an adult class or event at the same time as this class 
but we hope adults at Providence will participate in the adult 
programs at Media Meeting. It was made clear that we will 
need more adult support for teaching. The fact that children 
will be leaving meeting at 11:20 a.m. means that adults are 
encouraged to enter meeting on time or wait to enter until the 
children leave for their classes. There will be First-Day school 
every First Day, even on days when business meeting occurs. 
It is possible that First-Day school will continue during the 
summer. The adults responsible for curriculum will meet to 
plan and review curriculum and will report on the topics to 
Meg Barney. Meg will present a general curriculum description 
at the March business meeting. Joint meeting was discussed in 
the context of intergenerational events; the Committee will 
discuss this and Meg will work with the First-Day school clerk 
at Media to plan some of these. The next intergenerational 
event will be the wax egg-making event on March 18 at 
9:30 a.m. at Media. The Program and Outreach Committees 
of each Meeting are working together to plan other joint 
events. Meg Barney will bring regular updates and a review 
of the current set-up to business meeting. The review process 
includes a meeting with Media Meeting to examine the results 
and impact of the parallel programs. At that time future steps 
will be considered. This proposal was APPROVED.

Friends APPROVED a minute of appreciation for the 
work Meg Barney has done to facilitate this discussion and 
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change. Friends APPROVED a minute of gratitude to Medard 
Gabel for his work being the sole faculty representative from 
Providence Meeting this past year during First-Day school. We 
also acknowledged the role of Judy Fowler in helping to craft 
and explain this new First-Day school program. Friends will be 
notified of the changes via the phone tree and a change will 
be made in our Friends Journal ad and the sign in front of the 
meetinghouse.

The clerk reported that, as a result of the letter we sent to 
the PYM Financial Stewardship Committee, he was contacted 
by that Committee’s clerk to arrange a discussion. A working 
group, comprised of Maggie Juliano, Lynn Oberfield, Phil 
Peterson and John Shaw, will convene to prepare for that 
meeting. Joe Elliott will act as a resource person for the 
group.

Sam Caldwell shared his first draft of a bequests brochure 
that the Meeting requested. Sam encouraged us to think about 
helping to secure the future of the Meeting by increasing 
the endowment through a bequest. The brochure includes 
possible language for such a bequest. Since bequests play a 
critical role in allowing the Meeting to manage its long-term 
needs, Friends who decide to leave bequests are asked to 
let the clerk of either the Meeting or the Trustees know, as 
well as the treasurer. Typically, institutions create a Bequest 
Society composed of these individuals; members would be 
listed (with an option to remain anonymous). It was stressed 
that confidentiality may be important to many who plan to 
make a bequest and that such confidentiality would be strictly 
maintained for those who desire it. Friends are invited to share 
their thoughts and ideas with Sam as wording for a minute 
for approval is created to be brought forward in March. The 
draft of the brochure will be circulated this month prior to the 
formal minute presentation.

The Landscape Committee reported that the foundation 
planting process has begun with preparation of space for 
new plantings, soil testing and management of the water 
around the foundation. The pruning of the yews was also 
accomplished. Some of the work to be done next year includes 
ongoing maintenance of plantings and the creation of a plan 
for future composting. The Landscape Committee agreed to 
post their minutes on the bulletin board as well as before and 
after pictures of their projects.

The Communications Committee reported that the 
current website should be understood to be a work in progress. 
Friends are encouraged to visit www.providencemeeting.org. The 
Committee welcomes new ideas from users of the site as it 
plans to edit the site’s current language. We will also be asking 
Young Friends for their ideas about how to make the website 
more engaging. To keep the website up to date committee 
members have agreed to take turns managing the site each 
month. To date, Mary Gabel has been our web keeper. Links to 

MPFS, Media Meeting and other Quaker organizations listed 
in our directory will be added to our website.

The Rotary Club has gained all the permissions necessary to 
work on the Sandy Bank Cemetery and will soon be ready to 
start the clean-up there. Friends should be ready to answer the 
call from the Rotary Club for assistance in the near future.

The Oral History Project Working Group of Providence 
Friends Meeting continues its work. Currently the group is 
organizing a birthday celebration for 10 (!!) of our members 
who are 85 years of age or older. Hold Sunday, April 15, 2007 
at 12:30 p.m. for this grand event!

Personals
Luis and Sonia Ramos and Althea Whyte recently traveled to 
El Salvador to visit the Nuevo Gualcho community and take 
some funds. They found the school busy with six teachers and 
375 students in grades K-9. Media Meeting is in the process of 
laying down its CASA Committee.

Students in the Tredyffrin-Easttown School used their MLK 
Day of Service on January 15 to prepare several hundred 
casseroles to be sent to shelters. Katherine Simon is a student 
there and arranged for some of the casseroles to be given to 
Media Meeting for its homeless feeding program. These dishes 
are stored in several local freezers for now. Thanks Katherine!

Ruth Parker, who’s been attending Providence Meeting, 
recently brought her fiancé, Ed Killen, with her because he 
wanted to learn more about Quakerism and be with Ruth. 
Ruth and Ed met at an Argentine tango dancing class at the 
University City Arts League. Ed maintains that “she’s much 
better than I am but I try to do my best and not overstep my 
capabilities.” Ruth’s mother and uncle, as individuals with 
Japanese ancestry, were removed from their homes and sent to 
a U.S. internment camp during the Second World War. Both 
were brought to the east coast by Quakers from Swarthmore. 
Since that time Ruth’s mother has felt a strong alliance with 
the Friends. Ruth herself attended Friends’ schools. We’re 
delighted that she’s been attending Providence and has 
brought Ed with her.



Media-Providence Friends Meetings
125 West Third Street
Media, PA 19063-2498

Newsletter Submissions Due the 11th
Our next news deadline is March11.
Media News:

Marge Kerr (610.566.6097) rjkerrav@comcast.net
Providence News:

Leslie Friedman (610.565.4542) leslie_a_friedman@yahoo.com

Check Websites/Online Calendars at
Media Meeting:  www.mediafriendsmeeting.org 
Providence Meeting: www.providencemeeting.org
Providence Meeting’s PeaceWay:  www.peaceway.net
PYM’s calendar of events: www.pym.org/pm/cal.php 

Media Monthly Meeting
125 West Third Street
Media, PA 19063-2468
610.566.5657

Middletown Preparative Meeting
c/o Jared Darlington
643 Darlington Road
Media, PA 19063-5605
610.558.4348

Providence Monthly Meeting
105 North Providence Road
Media, PA 19063-3595
610.566.1308

Check out “Peace through the Eyes of a Child” at www.peaceway.net/photos/peacemarch2007, a photo journal of the Peace March in Washington, 
D.C., January 27, 2007, by Zoe Gabel, age 8.
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M
edia & Providence Friends M

eetings  •  M
iddletown Preparative M

eeting C
alendar of Events 

April 2007

Palm
 Sunday

See page one of new
sletter for 

First-Day school schedule
9  M

M
 &

 PM
 m

eeting for business 
10.30 M

PM
 m

eeting for w
orship

11 M
M

 &
 PM

 m
eeting for w

orship

   
M

edia to provide food 
for the hom

eless
1

Easter Sunday
6 a PM

 sunrise m
eeting for w

orship
See page one of new

sletter for 
First-Day school schedule

10.30 M
PM

 m
eeting for w

orship
11 M

M
 &

 PM
 m

eeting for w
orship

N
ew

sletter deadline
10.30 a M

PM
 m

eeting for 
w

orship
7 p  M

M
 Prayer 

Shaw
l M

inistry. Call 
610.874.4356 for info

See page one of new
sletter for 

First-Day school schedule
10.30 M

PM
 m

eeting for w
orship

11 M
M

 &
 PM

 m
eeting for w

orship
12.30 PM

 W
orship &

 M
inistry Cm

te
12.30 PM

 Birthday celebration for 
senior Friends

7.15 p M
M

 W
orship &

 
M

inistry 
7:30 p M

PFS Board M
tg

10.30 a M
PM

 m
eeting for 

w
orship

See page one of new
sletter for 

First-Day school schedule
10.30 M

PM
 m

eeting for w
orship

11 M
M

 &
 PM

 m
eeting for w

orship;
12.30 PM

 M
em

bers &
 Attenders 

Care Com
m

ittee

7 p M
M

 &
 PM

 Joint 
Religious Education at 
M

edia M
eeting

4.30 M
M

 Property 
Com

m
ittee

10.30 a M
PM

 m
eeting for 

w
orship

6–9 p PYM
 Interim

 
M

eeting, Arch St. 
M

eeting House. Dinner 
at 5 p.

3:30 p PM
 to provide 

food for the hom
eless. 

Info: Annette Hearing 
at 610.565.4573

See page one of new
sletter for 

First-Day school schedule
10.30 M

PM
 m

eeting for w
orship

11 M
M

 &
 PM

 m
eeting for w

orship
12.30 PM

 W
orship &

 M
inistry Cm

te

Key:  M
M

  M
edia M

eeting    
 

PM
  Providence M

eeting    
 

M
PM

 M
iddletow

n Preparative M
eeting

 
M

PFS M
edia-Providence Friends School    

 
PYM

 Philadelphia Yearly M
eeting   

N
OTES:

1 M
edia to provide food for the hom

eless at 63rd St. Call Eldon and Kathleen Lindley, 
610.566.1136 or Althea W

hyte, 610.565.4377 for info or to help

Pendle H
ill: Each First-Day, 8–9 p Pendle Hill m

eeting for prayer and healing
Each W

ednesday, 7.30-9 p, Chorus in the Barn. 
Info: Robyn Josephs at 610.565.4058

For a com
plete listing of Pendle Hill events visit w

w
w

.pendlehill.org or for 
inform

ation call 610.455.4507 ext. 3  


